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Message from the Minister | 


of the 
Department of Indian and Northern Affairs 





Please accept my congratulations on the twentieth anniversary of the form-_ 
ation of the first arctic co-operative, and best wishes in the celebration of Co-op 
20. The co-operative movement has developed into an important part of northern 
life. 

Working through co-operatives, the northern people in the last 20 years 
have grown into a multi-million dollar economic force. They have applied their 
traditional ways of co-operating for survival by working together in the sophis- 
ticated business world. 

The government will continue to support the growth and development of 
the arctic co-operatives as they continue to contribute to northern development 
in a way that stengthens the benefits and gains that have been made by the local 
people themselves. 

I wish you continued success and prosperity in the years to come. 






Hon. J Hugh Faulkner 


Canadian Arctic Producers 
Limited 






As the wholesale distributor for Inuit art and crafts, 
Canadian Arctic Producers needs your continued 
support if we are to continue to serve the needs of 
our member co-operatives. 





| TWENTY YEARS OF 
ARCTIC 
CO-OPERATIVES 

rr 


“Co-op 20” marks 20 
| years of co-operatives in 
the arctic. What has hap- 
pened in those 20 years? 
We look at the milestones. 
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CO-OP 20 
CELEBRATIONS: 
LA FEDERATION 


Rita Novalinga talked to 
Yves Michaud, who is 
co-ordinating Co-op 20 
celebrations for the Féd- 
ération des Co-opératives 
du Nouveau-C Muebec. 
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CO-OP 20 
CELEBRATIONS: 
LOUIS TAPARDJ]JUK 


Louis Tapardjuk, the Pres- 
ident of the Canadian 
Arctic Co-operative Fed- 
eration Limited, talks 
from Igloolik about the 
Successes ot the last 20 
years. And about what 
needs to be done now. 
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This IGALAAQ supplement is a publication of Nortext and the staff of IGALAAQ 
newspaper. Supplements are published at irregular intervals throughout the year. Com- 
ments, criticism and advice can be mailed to: 


Twenty years of Arctic co-operatives — 


his year marks the twentieth anniver- 
sary of co-operatives in the north. The 
year, 1979, has been designated by arctic co- 
operatives as “Co-op 20,” a time to celebrate 
the achievements of the last two decades. 
Special awards are being presented to people 
who have made outstanding contributions to 
co-operative development; there are song 
contests and art contests, press releases and 
press conferences, photographic exhibitions, 
films, publications, community activities in- 
cluding dances, parties, races — you name it, 
it’s happening to celebrate ‘Co-op 20.” 
ut what are we celebrating? What 
B exactly are the achievements of the 
northern co-operatives? Have they been a 


The place, George Ri- 
ver. A hundred and 
twenty-eight Inuit 


camping on the Kok- 
soak, Whale, George and Korok rivers 
had voted to establish a townsite on 
the George River near the site of an 
existing Hudson’s Bay Company 
outpost. Nutrition among the Inuit 
was not good; the only source of in- 


come was trapping or guiding for the Hudson Bay 


few tourists who came to fish, or 
travelling during the summer months 
to Fort Chimo to unload the boats. 
Mortality was high with much tuber- 
culosis. People sometimes still went 
very hungry when the hunting was 
poor. There were as yet no houses at 
George River — the Inuit lived in can- 
vas tents that were not always in the 
best repair. In this new community 
the first co-operative in the arctic was 
incorporated in early 1959, 

The new George River co-operative 
borrowed 12,500 dollars from the 
northern affairs department’s Eskimo 
Loan Fund and purchased fishing 
boats, freezing machinery and other 
equipment. The co-operative quickly 
became involved with handicrafts, 
logging and building. Within two years 
the Arctic char caught by the co-op- 
erative members had found its way 
to restaurants in major Canadian cen- 


‘tives. Much has been left out due to | 





success? Have they lived up to their ez 
plans of “getting things done by the Inui 
Have they helped people in the commun 
live a better life? And have they develoj 
Inuit leaders? 3 

he answers to these questions wa 

take up volumes — more space tl 
we have available here. What follows is onl 
partial answer to these questions: a sh¢ 
capsule history of two decades of co-opé 








limited space but we hope that what we h 
included will show that there have been rf 
achievements and success in twenty years 
arctic co-operatives. - 






an 0 Killinek 7 


Povungnituk )® George River 


QUEBEC 


George River — 








Top: Inuit load fishing nets at Killinek for 
trip to the Labrador coast. 





Left: Supply goods from the first Inuit 
co-operative store at Killinek. 


Above: Dipping char for fast freezing at 
Killinek. 


tres and the co-operative had paid 
back $2,500 to the Eskimo Loan 
Fund. 

Later that same year the first NWT 
co-operative was established at Port 
Burwell (Killinek). The co-operative 
dealt in sealskins, fish and handi- 
crafts and soon established the first 
Inuit retail co-operative store in the 
Arctic. 


The next co-operative 
to be incorporated was 
| rw, NW at Povungnituk in nor- 
thern Quebec. Initially 
centered on carving and print-making, 
within three years the co-op was to 
own a carving shop, sale shop and a 
credit union. 

Also in 1960, co-operatives were 
established at Coppermine, Resolute 
and Grise Fiord. The co-op at Grise 
Fiord set up acommunity retail store. 


4 » In 1961 a co-operative 
which was eventually 
to turn out to be one 
of the most successful, 

and richest, in the arctic was officially 
established: the West Baffin Co-oper- 
ative at Cape Dorset. The co-operative 
at Cape Dorset was the first to pro- 
duce Inuit prints. It also handled car- 
vings and later set up a retail store. 

In that same year Inuit co-ops were 


established at Cambridge Bay, Hol- 
man and Frobisher Bay. A co-opera- 


tive formed by Indian and Inuit peo- 
ple was formed in Great Whale River. 








Issatik Co-op in Whale 
Cove was founded. 


conference together with deleg 


















m, The ‘‘First Conferé 

) : J of the Arctic Co-of 
y Drives” was held in } 
 bisher - Bay duff 

March. The conference, chaired 
Don Snowden of the northern aff 
department and Simonie from 
Frobisher Bay co-operative, saw 
gates exchange their experience 
setting up and running the nev 
operatives. A recommendation f 
central marketing agency to ma 
Inuit arts and crafts was made by 
conference delegates — this aget 
would later be formed as Canac 
Arctic Producers. Sixteen registe 
co-operatives were represented at 


from Aklavik and Igloolik who v 
to register co-ops later in the year. 
Top: Povungnituk print 


Aor 
Above: Representatives of dl 





Payne Bay co-op form- 


ed. 


Canadian Arctic Pro- 
| ducers Ltd. (CAP) was 
established by the Co- 
operative Union of 
da at the request of the federal 
nment. CAP’s job was to market 
art and handicrafts in the south. 
first year of operation CAP sold 
0 dollars worth of Inuit goods. 


A second conference 

of arctic co-operatives 

was held in Povungni- 

; tuk with representa- 
from 22 co-ops and eight groups 
> process of setting-up. A federa- 
f co-operatives was first propos- 
br the arctic co-ops at this con- 
ce to strengthen arctic co-opera- 
Two federations would later 
hrmed: one in Quebec and one in 
NWT. Co-operatives were estab- 
at Gjoa Haven, Pelly Bay and 
“The New People: The Eskimo’s 
ey into our time” was published. 








ey The book, authored by Edith Iglauer, 
yu f a journalist who wrote for ‘The New 
Yorker’ magazine, described the ex- 
perience of men such as George Anna- 
nack, George Koneak and Don Snow- 
den in setting up the first co-operative. 
Including a description of the 63 
Frobisher conference, the book intro- 
duced many southerners to the nor- 
thern co-op movement. 


La Fédération des Co- 
opératives du Nou 
veau-Québec was form- 


ed with its headquart- 
ers at Levis, P.Q. Paulosie Napartuk 
was its first president. The Fédération 
was to represent the Quebec co-ops 
inmarketingtheir arts and handicrafts, 
and to supply the northern Quebec 
stores with retail goods. The Fédeéra- 
tion was also to assist individual 
member co-operatives in business ad- 
ministration and accounting. Three 
new Quebec co-ops were established 
that year in Inoucdjouac, Ivujivik 
and Sugluk. A co-op was also estab- 
lished at Paulatuk. 
Top: Loading char for southern 
restaurants. 
Left: Jeannie Snowball, crea- 
tor of the Ookpik, with Bob- 
by Snowball . 4 
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In this year the total 
volume of business car- 
ried out by co-opera- 


tives in the north ex- 
ceeded $2,000.000. About 200 peo- 
ple were employed full or part-time 
by the northern co-operatives and 
over $272,000 was paid out in wages 
and salaries. However, much more 
was paid out to the communities for 
art and handicrafts and other co-op- 
erative enterprises. The number of co- 
ops now in existence totalled 35. New 
co-operatives were established at 
Pangnirtung, Pond Inlet, Rankin In- 
let, Repulse Bay, Sanikiluagq, and 
Tuktoyaktuk. 


Total sales volume 
1969 passed the $3,000,000 
mark, 

am Co-operatives were es- 
19 /0 tablished in Coral Har- 
bour, Spence Bay and 


Wakeham Bay. In this 
year CAP sold $1,000,000 in Inuit 
products, up from $50,000 five years 


earlier. 








Top: Ceramics 
Rankin Inlet. — 


Above: Sachs E 
bour co-op. _ 


Left: Saniki 
fuel truck. 



















































Arctic Bay, Baker 
Lake, Chesterfield In- 
let, Eskimo Point, 
Sachs Harbour and 





The Canadian Arctic 


. At : 

iujaq co-ops were founded. 
Co-operative Federa- 
tion Limited was set 


9/2 
ri up in the NWT with 


headquarters at Yellowknife. Its 
ms of reference were similar to 
| Quebec Fédération which had 
t passed the $1,000,000 mark of 
es of Inuit products to retailers in 
nada and the US.. Co-operatives 
re established at Jeanne Marie and 
itt Macpherson in ‘the Northwest 
rritories. A newly established 
A\CFL “northern images’ store 
4 almost $100,000 worth of busi 


}ss in Yellowknife. 

4 

9 [3 

Ww fices in Montreal after 
seven years in Levis, 
i). Co-operatives were established 
Lake Harbour, Broughton Island, 
fll Beach, Wrigley and Snowdrift. 
















The Quebec Fédéra- 
tion moved to new of- 





The Quebec Fédéra- 
tion, with Paulosie 
Kasudluak as its new 
president, chartered 
Eps to move over 1,000 tons of sup- 
es to its northern co-operatives. 
le CACFL in Yellowknife oper- 








ated three retail ‘northern images” 
stores in Yellowknife, Inuvik and 


Churchill. 


fl 

i 

| Inuit co-operatives el- 
pe yt ect the majority of the 
£ iy directors of Canadian 


Arctic ‘Producers for 
the first time. Sales from CAP passed 
the $2,500,000 mark. The Quebec 
Fédération passed $1,500,000 in 
sales to retailers. 


Top: Carvings at FCNQ offices 
at Montreal. 


Above: CACFL DC-4 freighter 
aircraft. 


Left: “Northern images” store 
in Whitehorse. 


Louis Tapardjuk of Ig- 
19/ loolik is elected presi- 
dent of CACFL. The 


NWT federation estab- 
lishes its Supply and Transport Divi- 
sion with offices at Yellowknife and 
Churchill to move goods to and from 
its member co-ops. A co-operative 
was established at the new settlement 
of Akulivik, P.Q. 


Northern co-opera- 

7 / tives pay out $6,500,- 
19 000 in wages and local 
purchases. Qakigiak co-op is incorp- 
orated at Clyde River. The CACFL 
did over $5,000,000 in business and 
established an office in Montreal — 


close to the Eastern Arctic air routes. 





An individual Inuit co- 
Operative passed the 
$2,000,000 mark in 


total sales. The 52 
co-operatives in the north did $24,- 
000,000 worth of business. ‘‘Nor- 
thern images” stores do $900,000 
worth of business and the CACFL 
opened another store in Whitehorse. 
CACFL itself did over $5,000,000 
in business. It also flys a DC-4 freight- 
er aircraft to carry supplies to its 
member co-operatives. 

And the second co-op to be 
established in the arctic goes out of 
business when the settlement at 
Killinek is abandoned. 
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Co-op 20 celebrations 
1 occur across the north. 
‘The New People’ is 


reprinted with a spe- 
cial forward by Louis Tapardjuk and 
Paulosie Kasudluak. Special awards 
are given to those who have made 
outstanding contributions to co-op- 
eratives. 

CACFL and CAP agree to hold 
joint annual meetings at Wakefield, 
near Ottawa. At the same time CAP 
becomes a co-operative. 


Total ARCTIC 


Co-operative sales— 
1999— 1979 


~ $2,400,000 


1965 


nn 


Upper Left: Carvings awaiting 
transport to retail stores at the 
FCNQ offices in Montreal. 
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Northern co-ops 


celebrate 
20th anniversary 


Members of the co-operative movement through- 
out Canada’s north invite all Canadians to help us 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the co-operative 
movement in the north. 

We formally incorporated the first co-operatives 
in 1959. It was the first step in the efforts of native 
people to contro! their own economic destiny while 
Maintaining strong communities. 

Twenty years later we number 52 individual co- 
Operatives in two federations. The Canadian Arctic 
Co-operative Federation Limited is owned by and 
serves 37 member co-operatives in the Northwest 
Territories and 11 co-operatives are members of La 
Fédération des Co-opératives du Nouveau-Québec 
in Arctic Quebec. 

These co-operatives which are owned and con- 
trolled by native people generated 6.5 million dol- 
lars in local income in 1978. 

We believe our growth and the significant contri- 
bution of co-operatives to northern economy has 
shown the concepts of the co-operative movement 
are jdeally suited to the conditions and lifestyle of 
the north. 


Our two federations are celebrating together. 

We jointly formed a Co-op 20 committee to or- 
ganize the celebrations. Representatives from both 
federations, from other co-operative associations 
such as the Co-operative Union of Canada and 
Federated Co-operatives Limited, from the Govern- 
ment of the Northwest Territories and from the De- 
partment of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop- 
ment are working with us to make this year memor- 
able. { 
Please help us celebrate our progress and join us 
in looking forward to the challenges of the 1980s. 
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Opened in early 1978, the 
newest northern images retail 
store offers Whitehorse res- 
idents the finest of northern 
native arts and crafts. 
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NWT co-ops offer 
northern images 


Twenty years of co-operative development have 
enabled the native people of the Northwest Terri- 
tories to bring you northern images. 

Authentic artsand crafts that dramatize the age- 
less cultures of Canada’s northern Indians and 
Inuit... 

You'll find an exquisite selection at our north- 
ern images retail stores owned by members of the 
Canadian Arctic Co-operative Federation Limited. 

Uniquely-designed and delicately-made jewelry 
of ivory, jade and silver... 

Decorative porcupine quill work, moose hair 
tufting... 

- Heirloom carvings in whalebone and soapstone 
from master Inuit craftsmen... 

Graphic prints and colorful wall-hangings de- 
picting events of the past... 

These and much more are displayed for your 
approval at our northern images stores in Yellow- 
knife, Inuvik, Churchill and Whitehorse. 

Canada’s northern native people bring you their 
history. They invite you to admire the skills that 
have been handed down from generation to genera- 
tion. : 
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inuit Souse 
guest book 


at 29 Somerset Street West 


ISPNL 29 Somerset Street West. 


The hours of operation are as follows: 


Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays 


— 4pm to 10pm 


Saturdays and Sundays 
— 2pm to 10pm 





Mondays 
— Closed 


Northern visitors to Ottawa are invited to 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AND NORTHERN AFFAIRS 


Vocational Training Section 
A@o Df rnd= 





sponsors an on-the-job training pro- 
gram including managerial, adminis- 
trative, technical and clerical occup- 
ational areas. 


If you would like more information 
or would like to participate in the 
program, contact: 


Carol Murphy 

Assistant Superintendent of 
Vocational Training 

(613) 995-9210 


Department of Indian and. 
Northern Affairs 

Room 1010-171 Slater St. 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1P 5H7 
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_ This year is the twentieth anniver- 
sary of the co-ops in northern Quebec 
and the Northwest Territories. 

Ef For this event, the communities 
will have a week long celebration all 
across the north starting August 6, 
51979. - 

. _ To celebrate the event, La Fédér- 
ation des Coopératives du Nouveau- 
Quebec is holding an art contest for 
students as this year is the “Year of 
the Child.”? Certain people will be 
honored to be recognized for the 
effort they made to help cooperatives 
grow. These people will be presented 
with a pin commemorating the 20th 
anniversary of the arctic co-ops. 
There is also a song contest for 
people who would like to make 
up their own song(s) for the co-op 
and a drawing contest with crayons, 
coloured pencils or anything they 
feel comfortable drawing with. In ad- 
dition, lighters, T-shirts and balloons 
with the 20th anniversary logo will 
be available at the local co-ops 
in the north. Local FM radio stations 
will feature stories of how the co-op 
started in the north. There will be 
sales in the community cooperatives. 

The purpose of the 20th anniver- 
sary celebrations is according to Yves 
Michaud of the Fédération, “to 
inform people all across Canada that 
it was the work of the Inuit that had 
made it all possible.” He said, ‘‘What 
we are trying to say to the people is: 
think of yourselves as a group.” 

The co-ops have sent out letters 
with 20th anniversary letterhead to 
the Northwest Territories govern- 
ment, the Quebec government and 
companies they buy from to inform 
them of this special event. 

Originally the Fédération had plan- 
ned to organize the celebrations with 
‘The Canadian Arctic Co-operative 
ederation Limited in Yellowknife. 
3ut the two groups found complica- 
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-Op 20 celebrations: La Fédération des 





Carvings in Montreal. 


co-ops are different,” Michaud said. 
“In the Northwest Territories most 
of the employees are Kadloonag and 
in northern Quebec they are Inuit,” 

“They don’t think the same, the 
co-ops are run differently,” said 
Michaud. 

“Every year, the co-op system is 
getting better, and this year is the 
best,” he said “Only two of the 
northern Quebec co-ops didn’t make 
any profit. Right now, there is about 
$12 million moving in and out 
through the co-ops during the year. 
This job didn’t just pop up like that. 
The Inuit worked hard for it, they 
worked together. In 1959, Povungni- 
tuk and George River in northern 
Quebec were the first two communi- 
ties to form co-ops with the help of 
Kadloonaq like Peter Murdock and 
Father Steinmann. About the same 
time communities in NWT started to 
form co-ops with the help of the 
Northwest Territories government. 
Some communities speak of having 
had $34 to start with and others only 
$8. After a few years went by, the 
northern Quebec co-ops formed the 
Fédération, while in NWT a similar 
thing happened. 

“Although there is a huge over- 
stock of carvings, the Fédération is 
thinking of turning to an internation- 
al wide selling operation,’ Michaud 


said. “Even right now the Fédération 
is selling to countries like France, 
Italy and Germany but it is not ona 
regular basis. If the system was better 
there would be less carvings at the 
Fédération.” : 

But for the present the Fédération 
is concentrating on celebrating the 
things that have been achieved. “We’re 
trying to make a film, a movie, the 
way co-ops started in northern 
Quebec,” said Michaud “but we still 
don’t have the money. 

‘We are also trying to make a 
picture display about co-ops around 
the north, so people from other 
communities will see what is happen- 
ing in other places. 

“Another thing we are thinking of 
doing, is to make a book, a history 
book about co-ops. We are also 
thinking about making a big television 
program with cultural events like 
dances, singing with the Inuit and 
Kadloonaq together — a show on 
Sunday night called “Bon dimanche.” 
We are also talking about having 
dinner with Prime Minister Trud- 
eau, Mr. Lévesque and the President 
of the Fédération Pauloosie Kasud- 
luak. You see it is all only talk. We 
haven’t started anything yet. The 
only things we have started are the 
concerns for the Inuit.0 18 
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